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confusion and disagreement in families, and so much doubt and difficulty, for want of absolute clearness in the testaments of departed persons, that I have often concluded, (were there to be no other reasons but those which respect the peace of surviving friends,) that this last act, as to its designation and operation, ought not to be the last in its composition or making ; but should be the result of cool deliberation, and (as is more frequently than justly said) of a sound mind and memory ; which too seldom are to be met with but in sound health. All pretences of insanity of mind are likewise prevented, when a testator gives reasons for what he wills; all cavils about words are obviated; the obliged are assured; and they enjoy the benefit for whom the benefit was intended. Hence have I, for some time past, employed myself in penning down heads of such a disposition ; which, as reasons offered, I have altered and added to, so that I never was absolutely destitute of a ivtl/9 had I been taken off ever so suddenly. These minutes and imperfect sketches enabled me, as God has graciously given me time and sedateness, to digest them into the form in which they appear.'
I CLARISSA HARLOWE, now, by strange melancholy accidents, lodging in the parish of St. Paul, Covent-garden, being of sound and perfect mind and memory, as I hgpe these presents, drawn up by myself, and written with my own hand, will testify, do, phis second day of September,*] in the year of our Lord
-------------jf make and publish this my last will and
testament, in manner and form following:
In the first place, I desire that my body may lie un-buried three days after my decease, or till the pleasure
* A blank, at the writing, was left for this date, and filled up on this^ay.    See Vol. VIII. Letter LI.
f The date of the year is left blank for particular reasons.